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NPR. CHURCHILL has been con.piain- 
ing of the sale of “vilal war-making 
Material” to Russia. 
There may well be a corresponding 
©mplaint on the other side of the 


wo Peace Neg Ton Curtain. The Skoda armaments 
‘ead, are a actory of Czechoslovakia appears to be 

Selling not only “* war-making matert- 
lecture bY cm 2!” but actual firearms to the “ war- 


; ? som] ™Ongers ” on this side of the curtain. 
Hl, given in AM Pt pt : 
ice Council. The odd shing is that it is the " war- 


Russia in set Mongers” who are complaining. 
hat ‘ the ek A lively Central African weekly 
~al—a_ paper Paper, “ ‘the New Rhodesian,’ has 


} Sven particulars of the imports of fire- 
4ms rrom Czechoslovakia since the 
War. It appears that in 1945 and 1946 

Southern Rhodesia took no imports at 

all from this tainted source and in 

$47 only £157 worth. Since then 
fl) PUsiness has gone uv with a rush and 

Wal the first six months of 1950 imports 
%f Czech arms were worth £8,098. 
the sum is still not important; but 
the principle is. 

If the men in the Kremlin think as 

Mr, Churchill does, someone should be 
racking down on the Czechs for put- 
ting weapons into the imperialists’ 

| hands, But “The New Rhcdesian” 
takes the opposite view. It criticises 
under since on i € Government of Southern Rhodesia 
economic ae Sr permitting the purchase of these 
ould be up # nem on the ground that it is thus 
our duty as 0 €lping the Skoda works tg stay in 
ple's rescue Mh production: :t is “ supplying pow- 
make a resPy Yer fer the gans of Skoda.” If this 

1 to believe View Js right, the Kremlin should be 

emocracy.” Fone ne down on ee Depasiment of 

3 le mn. lgn Trade for bolstering up these 

Bl for - othesh, engineering firms which would 

ge had peed My Wey se assuredly be crashing into 

ernment 22 Hho merited bankruptey and so con- 
‘Outing their quota to the development 
4 revolutionary situation. 

gt is, of course, always possible that 
Ir Godfrey Huggins is a Soviet 
Sent well disguised, and that the guns 

oa are supplied to him in further- 

{hee of a Red plot against Dr, Malan, 

3 the arch-anti-Communist of Africa. 

eet there are simpler explanations. 
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ith taith the —Manchester Guardian, Sep:. 18, 
strange co a y DEE 


P 1950. 
+ 
. io : 
Tadhs a be p Cyril Hughes writes: 
zontain oon, : ; ; 
id the Atom how, € Manchester Guardian might, 
1945, was Ch Cver, have given more credit to Mr. 
‘oshima. ( it pull and We ees ite ore 
y my astringent duty it Is to see a 
pian Mua vl ugete bres, of trade” do not become 
ice Ne pri? dntly enlarged. This self-imposed 
ded upee th ¥, contrary as it is to all prompt- 
tak ret3 5 ips’ Of private enterprise and natural 
tom 3¢ an Ri timation for blood and sweat can 
domindy util fo” be the result of a deep concern 
pee Mie B ch, the national interest. Mr. Chur- 
slo-Ame tyyt,"© doubt recalls the former unfor- 
ification ne Arate trafficking between Vickers | 
ron of | 3 y, Strong and Germany, when there 
wt of the ho disinterested statesman to go to 
the Microphone and warn the nation of 


angerg of unrestricted enterprise. 


In a hi : we 

gher sphere of things, it is 
y ee ie) food to see that innocent trading be- 
‘ed poss ing || Yarn Nations can survive the enmity 
e are S80 44 PMagovernments. In the end, the Law 
heir faith, “Y Tw Governments must succumb 
1 forwaré Vap th -rofits made by trade- Perhaps 


our late® ‘sill too.” Suns at Skoda were made with the 
H thay Sent from Craven Brothers, so 
t Font Southern Rhodesia is really pre- 
cf Rg unemployment in Cheshire. 

lin» VOTld, we see, is One, even if only 

"Paring to shatter itself to pieces. 


en the Hot War starts. of course, 
Will deli ¢ will increase, and both yides 
ind Boiver Vast quantities of bombs 
M.P: i) Paint ces to each other with no com- 
Sy HW tin aaa anyone. Let us hope that 

Hf Seay sation will follow. It would 

iy Save vast amounts in transport 
in I |} deg if each side would agree to 
ek Hay own bombs upon its own cities, 
qe fitferent. ultimate result would be no 
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lanchester Guardian fails to see 
reason why the Souk govern- 
} un fs not object to the.export of 
| foes to Rhodesia, while Mr. Chuchill 

Ugg. lect to the export of tools to 
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It ‘is that in Russia, with no 
Capitalism and no Opposition 
Overnment, no capital can be 
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Chr; 

tt, mand Korea,” is the title of a 

Ne; Buse tonight, Friday, at Friends 
ton Road, at 7-15 p.m. Speakers: 

op Rev. AY. Scrutton; Dr. A. D. Belden; 

Tina peccld Bellwood; Ethel Mannin; 
Reynolds; Bunty Harman, 


“i 


PEA 


‘The muddled heads behind the war _ 
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IS ‘“‘SHOOT FIRST AND 


THE ONLY U. 


V HAT are the war aims cf the 
these questions continue to be 
as dissatisfaction with the lack of a 

During the recent Defence Debate, 
Mr. Wyatt, though a strong. sup- 
porter of the war and the defence 
programme, appealed to the Govern- 
ment “to bring forward some kind 
ot war aim for Korea.” 

“The whole world of Asia,” he urged, 
“is waiting to know what UNO and the 
Western Nations intend to do in Korea 
when the war is over.” 

We xre concerned only with the principle 
involved in preserving international law, 
he said, but the people of Korea are much 
more interested in the future of their coun- 
try. For that reason we cught “to work 
out a war aim which will appeal to the 
imagination of the East.” 

This demand for a coherent war aim is 
repeated continually in Parliament, but so 
far there has been no sericus acknowledg- 


| ment of this need from Government spokes- 


men. 


FIRST PRIZE FOR FATUITY 


The present utter confusion of mind re- 
warding the international situation hag p:o- 
vided no better example up to date than 
The QObserver’s star contributor, “A Stu- 
dent of Europe,” in last Sunday's article, 
‘Rearming Germany.’ 

Referring to the question of “what 
Germany, once rearmed, may do,” he said 
it is too early to say whether the lesson 
of two catastrophic defeats has been lost 
on her. 

When our troops, leave Germany. we 
“shall then find that we have re-created a 
powerful Germany.” and the danger will 


NEWS FROM THE U.S.A. 
When is pacifism 


extreme ? 


ej EHOVAH'S WITNESSES advocating 

“extreme pacitism” have been banned 
from immigration into the US under policy 
laid down by the New York Director of the 
Immigration and Naturalisation Service, 
bdward J. Shaughnessy, 

Three pacifist organisations in the States, 
the Fellowsnip of Reconciliaticn, War Re- 
sisters’ League and teacemakers have sent 
Mr. Shaughnessy a telegram of protest, 
asking: “ What is ‘extreme pacifism?’ 
Since when is belief in pacifism outlawed 
in the US?” 

No reply was received, whereupon a 
spokesman lor the WKL = phoned Mr. 
Shaughnessy, who stated that while “ex- 
treme pacifism” is a relative term, he 
believed that the WRL would come under 
that head. He inferred that the policy of 
excluding “extreme pacifists ’ emanated 
in Washington, 

There has been no response to a further 
protest sent to the Acting Commissicner of 
Immigration and to the US Attorney- 
General. 


ee 


U.N. delegates get Korea protest 


Vi EMBERS of the American War Resis- 
= ters’ League have been distributing 
leaflets at the United Nations Headquarters 
at Lake Success calling for mediation in 
Korea. 

One of the three who took part, Jim 
Peck, succeeded in handing leaflets per- 
sonally to Security. Council delegates 
just before the start of the meeting. He 
was then seized by UN guards ‘and car- 
ried out of the meeting. 

This action was followed two days later 
on Nagasaki Day by the presentation of a 
statement by 28 members to she State De- 
partment and to the Russian Embassy in 
Washington declaring themselves to be 
world citizens, 

This group was falsely identified by the 
United Press with a Communist-front 
Women’s group which was in Washington 
on the same day, but at the request of 


the WRL the United Press later sent out a 
correction over its wires. 


| 
Defending our way of life? 


IN Birmingham, Alabama, the local radia 

periodically makes an announcement 
that “if anyone comes to your door and 
talks about peace, hold him and call the 
police,” reports Reynolds’ News. 


are expected from the conflict ? 
made from 


jm 


THINK AFTERWARDS ” 
N. POLICY ? | 


United Nations, and what results 
Demands for a clear answer to 
all quarters as well 
coherent policy for the future. 


be that “she will become again an expan- 
sionist, aggressive Power.” 


He admitted there are no certain safe- 
guards against this, but, he said, we 
cannot hesitate between that remote danger 
and the present real and urgent one (from 
Russia). Then follows this astounding 
statement: 

“Tf Germany became a threat again, 
would not the first effect of this be to | 
re-create a common interest between 
Russia and the West? .. . Might not the 
revival of a common fear of Germany 
even be the key to better relations and 
to a return to mutual tolerance? We need 
not answer these questions now .. ” 


No comment is needed on this remarka- 
ble exhibition of mental gymnastics, except 
to congratulate the writer on having solved 
the problem of perpetual motion. 


COMMONSENSE FROM THE EXPRESS | 


It is possible, however, that the common | 
people of the world, who pay for the arma- | 
ments in blood or wages, do need an answer | 
to these questions now. 


Readers may, therefore, turn with relief | 
from the muddle-headedness of intellectual | 
students to the welcome commonsense of a 
more popular journal. 


In this week’s Sunday Express the Editor, 
John Gordon, expressed the growing un- 
easiness at the international situation in 
an atticle headed, “Why not try making 
peace instead of threatenmg war?” 


“Is it possible,” he asks, “ that we are 
being misled into accepting rearmament 
as the only possible policy likely to pre- 
vent war?” 


Rearming, he says, will not allay inter- 
national tension. On the contrary; it will | 
almos: certainly increase it. 


NONSENSE ABOUT A WOLF 


The foundation of our policy shculd be 
ay ceaseless campaign to restore under- 
standing between the snarling nations. 


“The warmongers picture Russia as a 
powerful wolf crouched ready to spring 
upon us .-. Most of that propaganda 
will prove to be nonsense when sanity 
returns to us. There is very little evi- 
dence that Russia has any desire to 
conquer the world in a military sense | 
“The danger of war lies. in the fact that 
the Russians are in a state of' terror. We 
would be a wiser people if we made our 
policy the removing of that fear rather 
than reiying merely on rearmament. 


“To remove that fear will be a long, 
difficult and at times disheartening busi- 
ness... But it is the supreme task in 
which Britain should take the leadership.” 


TO CONTEST SCOTSTOUN 


ITN the forthcoming by-elections at Scots- 
toun, Glasgow, the electors will have an 
opportunity of registering their protest 
against the drift to war and giving their 
vote to a veace candidate. 

The Independent Labour Party have put 
forward their National Chairman, David 
Gibson, as a candidate for the seat which 
is also being contested by a Tory and a 
Labour candidate, both of whom will sup- 
port the present vast expenditure on arma- 
ments and the extension of conscription. 
All who are able to support David Gib- 
son and to assist in the election are asked 
to send their names to the Scottish ILP 
Office, 48 Dundas Street, Glasgow, C.1. 
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THIS ISSUE 
TPHE printing trade dispute has necessi- 
tated an adjustment in our printing 
schedule and the consequent holding over 
until next week of a number of important | 
reports, including those of the Toldas 
meeting by Corder Catchpool, the opening 
of the North London Peace Centre and con- 
tributions from Wilfred Wellcek and a 
correspondent formerly in Korea. 


BACK FROM YUGOSLAVIA 
QTUART MORRIS, who has been visiting | 

Yugoslavia, as reported in these | 
columns, Sept. 8, will speak on his experi- | 
ences at a meeting to be held by the South | 
West London Peace Group at 5 Horbury 
Crescent, W.11., on Wednesday, Oct. 4, at | 
8.0 p.m. 


~ THREEPENCE 


TRIBUTE TO 
GERMAN PACIFISTS 


ACIFISM is widespread in 
Germany, following the 
disasters of the war. The right 
to object to military service is 
enshrined in the German consti- 
tution. Ex-Regular _ soldiers 
were denied employment and 
pensions. The Social Democrats 
made demilitarisation a feature 
of their party programme and 
there are societies, with many 
thousands of members, devoted 
to the dissemination of pacifist 
views. 
—Daily Telegraph, Sept. 20, 
1950. 


The Daily Telegraph also stated that 
for five years the Occupying powers 
did all they could to eradicate en- 
thusiasm for military matters, Evidence 
shows otherwise, 


Only after a long struggle against 
the Military Government did pacifist 
periodicals such as ‘“ Das Andere 
Deutschland” (The Other Germany) 
secure permission to publish. In the 
U.S. Zone broadcasting facilities were 
withheld. Inthe Soviet Zone the German 
Peace Society, underground during the 
Nazi regime, was wound up by police 
order. 


The Soctal Democrats in Germany 
are against re-militarisation and are 
staunch supporters of peace. Mem- 
bers of the British Labour Party sup- 
port the policy of re-militarisation in 
Germany, thus destroying the moral 
basis of German Socialism and pacifist 
conviction. 


Australian pacifists 
will tell conscripts = 


““REFUSE MILITARY 
SERVICE ” 


(*OMPULSORY mititary training is to 
be introduced in Australia on July 1, 
1951, according to Press reports. 

All pacifists in the Dominion are abso- 

lutely opposed to such a measure, as wit- 
ness the last annual general meeting of 
the Australian Pacifist Movement, where 
the following resolution was carried 
unanimously: 
“This Conference reaffirms its unquali- 
fied opposition to compulsory military 
training and urges pacifists throughou 
Australia to do their utmost to bring the 
‘case Mgainst ... before the public, the 
Press, Parliament and particalarly the indi- 
vidual who will be conscripted.’ 

The resolution goes on to emphasise the 
desirability of keeping the protest to paci- 
fists per se, and not involving themselves 
in “co-operation with organisations who 
a opposed to conscription to certain wars 
only. 

Furthermore, the Conference added: 

“This Conference recommends the 
counselling by the Federal Pacifist Coun- 
cil and by individuals, of the refusal of 
war service, military or industrial, irre- 
spective of the law.’ 

Already in Sydney pacifists have been 
taking part in a No-Conscrivtion Council, 
and in Adelaide much activity has taken 
place, reports our Australian contemporary, 
“Peacemaker.” 


“A danger to youth”? — Quakers 
The Society of Friends has issued a state- 
ment calling upon all like-minded Austra- 
lians to support them in opposing the intro- 
duction of compulsory military training, 
“We believe that preparation for war, 
whether for purposes of offence or defence, 
Is contrary to universal moral law as ex- 
pressed in the spirit and teaching of Christ.” 
“We recognise the duty of every citi- 
zen to serve the cammunity, but to dis- 
regard the Christian law . . . endangers 
the sense of spiritual and moral values 


In our young people at a very impression- ; 


able age. 

“History shows no cer:ain evidence 
that preparation for war ensures peace.” 

Claiming that it is universally recognised 
that we are dependent pon one another, 
the Friends counsel g volicy of versistent 


co-operation with other nations as a means 
of promoting peace. 


On Thursday last Mr. 


Ped | 
Minister, sient: 


announced that Australia 


Prime 
is to 


ead men for military service anywhere 
in the 


he world. Until now, men in the Aus- 
tralian Army have only served overseas 


as volunteers. 
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POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Great Britain and abroad: Three months, 
twelve 


six monthe, 8a. &d.; 
monthea 16s. €éd. 


4s. 4d.; 


AN EXAMPLE 


HE opening of the North London 
Peace Centre last Saturday was 

an encouraging event and set an 
example which we should all like to 
see followed throughout the country. 


Its impulse was a healthy reaction to 
the needs of the moment. Let us admit 
that just now the Pacifist movement is 
somewhat in the dumps. The war spirit 
throughout the world is strengthening and 
pacifism seems, on the surface at least, to 
be receding rather than advancing. 


It is true that one has to look a long way 
back into history to find a period when the 
mass of men seemed to love life so little 
as they do today. The lions, unicorns, bull- 
dogs, eagles, cocks and other totems by 
which the nations symbolised their collec- 
tive spirit appear by common agreement 
to have been replaced by the dominating 
figure of a Gadarene Pig. 


The sense of frustration, therefore, is 
very excusable. Yet we believe it is un- 
justified. The people may be readier than 
we know to listen. to the pacifist message. 
Pacifism has received more notice in the 
Press in recent months than for many 
years. There is a profound uneasiness 
about the moral implications of modern 
war, and nowhere is this uncomfortable 
stirring of the conscience more obvious than 
within the Church. For one person who 
accepts the pacifist creed, we believe there 
are hundreds who are bothered because 
they do not. 


Yet to take advantage of this situation 
‘we have to re-examine ourselves. 


We believe that pacifism today must 
be regarded as a subject for hard study. 
The time is come when we must cease 
repeating our negative demand for no more 
war and turn to the more positive problem 
of how to get more peace. 


Most of our propaganda is out of date. 
It is no use continuing to fling our emotions 
at the crowd irrespective of their feelings. 
Like all evangelists, we must “speak to 
the condition of the people”; and we have 
to find out what that condition is. We 
should no more feel qualified to set up as 
pacifist propagandists without studying our 
subject than we should to set up as pro- 
fessors of mathematics without university 
training. 

A well-known writer in a_ religious 
review, who is very sympathetic to our 
movement, referring to pacifist activities 


between the wars, recently wrote as 
follows: 

“The intellectual level of their (paci- 
fists’) understanding of the world they 
were living in was appallingly low, and 
frequently no more than a froth of 


emotion...’ 


Is that true of us now? We will leave the 
question open, except to say that most of 
our discussions display a truly remarkable 
indifference to those current economic, poli- 
tical and sociological controversies which 
are shaping the society of the future and 
reflecting the moods of the present. 


The greatest stir made by any pacifist 
since the war was that raised by Donald 
Soper, when he told the Methodist Con- 
ference that invasion was preferable to 
war, 

Yet Donald Soper, like hundreds of other 
pacifists, had been saying that sort of 
thing for years, without noticeable com- 
ment. Why does it raise such a_ fuss 
today? Because such is “the condition of 
the people.” Current events and publicity 
have “conditioned” them to think in terms 
of those alternatives, and they were no 
longer indifferent to them. 


If, therefore, our pacifist propaganda is 
to meet the needs of the moment it must 
be related to the current thoughts, moods 
and activities of the people. 


It is perhaps natural that most pacifists 
should prefer to spend their time discus- 
sing abstract moral issues rather than 
study how to appeal to the public. For 
the latter is much harder and, to most of 
us, much more like work. 


But if we intend to do any propaganda at 
all we ought to give at least as much 
thought and study to the problem of how 
to make people listen as does any ordinary 
publicity agent. 

This is the chief task to which the men 
and women (mostly young, be it noted) 
who have’launched this new venture mean 
to devote themselves. They do not know 
what they have to do, but they mean to 
find out. 


They feel the present state of the world 
to be an incentive to renewed efforts rather 
than a discouragement, and that it calls for 
a re-examination of the methods and pur- 
pose of pacifist teaching. We hope their 
faith and their example will prove 
infectious. 


Commentary 


B. PRIESTLEY writes regular 

e short pieces in the News- 

Chronicle under the heading of “Life 

In This World” and last week, in a 

somewhat pessimistic mood, he wrote 

about a general lack of “gusto” in 
living and called it ‘“‘ The Leak.” 


Mr. Priestley believes people haven’t the 
same “zest, gusto, appreciation, ripe enjoy- 
ment” they used to have. This belief, he 
says, isn’t a result of his own approaching 
elderliness because the young seem worse 
than the old in the matter. 


The explanation he suggests is that 
“somewhere inside us, there is a bad leak. 
As if we had been wounded there and never 
been able to staunch the wound. So that 
energy of the mind, of the soul, is for ever 
draining away.” 

This has nothing to do with politics or 
economics, he says, because whatever 
Government or political-economic system 
we had wouldn’t stop the draining away of 
the “ psychic energy.” 


This explanation won’t do! 


OW this explanation, really won’t do, 
and, with all respect to Mr. Priestley, I 
must suggest a more mundane explanation. 
For the explanation I think one must 
begin somewhere back in the last century 
when everything was making wonderful 
progress, morally and materially, and man- 
kind seemed to be in a delirium of 
optimism. 

Then came the first world war, when this 
bright optimism got a nasty jolt. But it was 
still possible to have hope. We had only to 
organise things more sensibly and we could 


all have a much better time of it at much 
less effort. 


During this period thousands of people 
were coming under the influence of a 
revolution of outlook, beginning to see 
the gulf of difference between what was 
and what could be. Then war exploded 
upon us again and by the time it was 
finished the revolution was pretty well 
complete. I am quite sure that all those 
astonishing votes for Labour candidates in 
the 1945 election were the expression of a 
revolution inasmuch as, vaguely defined 
though they may have been, they were 
votes for a thorough-going change of 
affairs. 


Unfortunately, the revolution had come 
too late for the easy progress that had been 
hoped for. The war had smashed the 
material basis upon which the hopes might 
be realised. Instead of the problem being 
one of sharing out the abundance, it be- 
came one of working like mad to keep the 
national body and soul together. 

Moreover, almost at once, we have had 
to prepare ourselves for the likelihood of 


By Douglas Rogers 


another, even ghastlier war, that might 

even wipe out civilised mankind for good. 

We can’t dismiss politics and 
economics 


WR. 
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Priestley is wrong in dismissing 
political and economic explanations 
altogether. 


Gusto in life comes from being able to 
enjoy things that don’t really matter, like 
hobbies and pastimes. Zest comes from 
the consideration of abstract problems. 
Ripe enjoyment comes from being able to 
make the best of things. 


But you can’t put your mind to abstract 
problems when physical life itself is in 
question. You can’t make the best of an 
atomic bomb. Hobbies are only tolerable 
af yous got some reasonable expectancy 
of life. 


Most of us have thrown out old- 
fashioned religion, which at least fave 
people some sense of security, and we’ve 
acquired nothing yet to take its place. As 
for materialism—even the planet we live on 
doesn’t fee] safe. Scientists are in two 
minds as to whether an hydrogen bomb will 
disintegrate the earth. 


What is certain, though, is that nobody 
knows whether by this time next year we 
shall all be engaged in a monstrous orgy 
of destruction; and how on earth can people 
live with the robust zest Mr. Priestley 
yearns for in a situation like this ? 


There are two answers to this problem. 
The first is to believe, as some religious 
people do, that everything is working up to 
the fina] divine (though bloody) justice out 
of which God's eternal Kingdom will be 
born. The second is to make a last effort 
to alter the material conditions out of 
which the doom seems to approach. I 
commend the second to Mr. Priestley’s 
attention, 


Peace and the Labour Conference 


Fror an articulate expression of the 
doubts a good many people have about 
the wisdom of seeking peace by preparing 
for war, I recommend a look at the final 
agenda of the Labour Party conference 
which begins at Margate on October 2. 


Here are many resolutions, mainly from 
Constituency Labour Parties, calling for a 
change in the Government's foreign policy 
and the abandonment of the present 
fatalistic militarism. Some of the resolu- 
tions are a bit vague in their proposals, but 
they represent the view of a considerable 
section of the political Labour Party that 
a Labour Government should advocate 
something distinctive in foreign affairs that 
stands ag a bridge between the American 
and Russian camps. ° 


I don’t over-emphasise the immediate im- 
portance of these resolutions because deci- 
sions at Labour Party conferences are often 


ERNARD SHAW long ago 

assessed the comparative 
merits, as national leaders, of pro- 
fessors of Greek and armament 
manufacturers; and advised us to 
put more power into the hands of 
professors of Greek. 


The wisdom of that advice has recently 
been brought home to us once again. For 
while the armaments manufacturers and 
statesmen are all bogged up in the com- 
plexities of the present, a professor of 
Greek is already concerning himself, on our 
behalf, with the future. 


Professor Gilbert Murray, writing to The 
Times, directs our attention to “ the prob- 
lem after the war,” which, he says, will 
be “almost more difficult than that of the 
war itself.” 


This is welcome realism. Pacifists and 
optimists though we be, we should at least 
bear in mind the possibility of the failure 
of our efforts to prevent World War III. And 
is no reflection on the heroic services of our 
statesmen in the cause of peace, on the 
self-sacrificing attempts of our admirals and 
field-marshals to make themselves unem- 
ployed, if we make plans now for shifting 
after the shambles, Every Boy Scout would 
approve such action. 


k 


Professor Murray performs a great ser- 
vice by reminding us in advance, of the 
mess that will be left after the war. One 
of the flaws in the character of war is that 
it never clears up after itself. Like a badly 
brought-up child, it leaves soldiers and 
other toys scattered about the nursery. 


The way to cure the child is to deprive 
him of his soldiers, but so far, we are more 
indulgent to war. The present tendency is 
to encourage the provision of more soldiers 
by financial inducements of the basest kind. 
So that the rest of Professor Murray’s 
letter will almost certainly continue to be 
relevant. 


What he gives is the most honest and 
accurate description of the state of 
Britain after the war yet to be given by any 
prominent public figure. 


He writes of a “ruined country,” the 
materia] restoration of which “ will strain 
the resources of all the specialised agencies 
of the United Nations, the Food and Agri- 


WAR 


PRO 


By Cyril Hughes 


culture Organisation, the World Health 
Organisation, the committee for Mr. 
Truman’s Fourth Point and the rest.” 

And the committee for the Fourth Point, 
we feel here, takes some straining. 


4 


But it is in penning a description of the 
less material aspect of our national condi- 
tion after the war that Professor Murray’s 
courage and _  clear-sightedness become 
apparent. 


For, he asks, how is such a country, 
“which has been for many years imprisoned 
In Ignorance, shut off from the world and 


fed on false propaganda, to be redeemed 
and reconciled? ” . 


Supporters of the remote ideal of an in- 
dependent Britain must also ponder Pro- 


fessor Murray’s remark about the desira- , 
bility of becoming “a free member of the | 


United Nations .,.and not... a puppet 
of any power, western or eastern.” This 
too, we feel, would be a good thing to 
happen now, and not merely after the war. 


Professor Murray finally considers how 
this deplorable state of affairs can best be 
remedied and refers to the “ re-education ” 
of Nazi Germany, as a possible model for 
the rehabilitation of the country. 


Now, none of us can fail to be delighted 
with the success of the re-education of Nazi 
Germany. It is little short of amazing how 
the “malignant Huns” of a few short 
years ago have, by modern educational 
methods, been transformed into thoroughly 
decent types on whom the whole future of 
Europe may depend. 


In fact, the only thing wrong with the 
Germans today is that they seem to have 
got some crazy pacifist ideas and don’t ap- 
pear to be too keen on having an army. 


But it must be admitted that the re- 
education of Germany went wrong at one 
point. The Germans were sent to two 
different schoolS: East school and West 
school, and each, unfortunately, had a com- 
pletely different syllabus. 


If things really develop as expected, this 
will produce difficulties. The West school 
taught Classics, such as Drang nach Osten. 
The East school taught Moderns, such as 
Drang nach Western. This is likely to re- 
sult in time in a Bang am Midsten, and the 
temporary closure of both schools. 
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To the Editor of the 
Manchester Guardian 
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A NEW JAPANESE 
PEACE VENTURE 


“‘ No-More-Hiroshimas-through-our- 


er 
Letter-Exchange ” 
IVE years have passed since the dropping of the first atom bomb on 


| News in Brief 


QCQNE of Denmark’s most remarkable 

” organisations is “Art for Goods,” 
which was founded 25 years ago and is 
going stronger than ever. Really worth- 
while works of art are often beyond the 
purse of a working man, plumber, or many 
in the professions. But through “Art for 
Goods,” which maintains an _ exhibition 
room in the capital city; those who cannot 
pay cash may offer their services. 

Arusts, too, cannot always find an ade- 


Sir—The maintenance of enduring 
Peace depends to no small extent upon 
4 Vigilant and informed public opinion 
Meach of the 59 member States of the 
United Nations. 


_ This is the task of the 
ations Association. To perform it, it 
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argued that, 4 || Reeds men, women, and money. Every Hiroshima. In those five years a movement has grown up in Japan, : 

fairs would d& || “fort should be made by its friends to |) calling itself the “No-More-Hiroshimas-through-our-Letter-Exchange.” quate market for their creations. Howevery 

re home front Sustain it—Yours, &c. : they often need household repairs or some 

to tolerate, but PPR “Attlee, Winsten S. Churchill Aimed mainly at the youth of Japan, These letters have brought unbelievable othe nee and by means of this organisa- 
so great tna Violet Bonham Carter, Hon. the movement establishes contact through friendships and understanding between ee ee cee Reger with someone 


anded for 


fice for peace 


ast reaction 


y, 
ident Trumans 


Presidents United Nations Asso- 
ciation of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 
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the mail with peopie in other countries who 
are interested in peace and the promotion 
of world co-operation. 


It was started by American Dr. Alfred 
W. Paker as the International Friendship 


Japanese boys and girls and their brothers 
overseas, 


Efforts for everlasting peace 


“Chain,” the bulletin of the movement, 


The kinds of service given for a painting 
or piece of sculpture vary extraordinarily. 
Labourers, lanascape gardeners, doctors, 
have taken advantage of this way to secure 
a coveted art work. In recent years, based 


A d id and we hope the infor- Chain in 1948 and there are now 100 active |. ge “I home aich 1 att : 
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Rot the kind of thing which the Labour 
Party is now publishing fortnightly in 
its “Talking Points.” 
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founded in 1949 as the Japanese branch 
and over 1,000 letters have been sent over- 
seas. 


ILCOP meets in France 


but in East Africa the position is com- 


plicated by the plural basis of society, 


bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but in 
less than five years a Korean incident at the 
38th parallel may provoke the third World 
War in all parts ot the world. So we must 
prevent the war, and make efforts to gain 
the everlasting peace. 


“Now thousands of people in Korea are 


Ten Years Ago 


holm, Oslo and even in far Cape Town 
(WP). 


Moscow Radio reports that Russia is 
to build a huge power and irrigation 
project near the mouth of the Dnieper 
to water areas in the Ukraine and 
Crimea. 
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dened with the evils of Imperialism, race 
<Timination and economic exploitation. 
Mmunism now offers freedom from 


Quotes... 


Cannot escape. 


—Rev. Michael Scott, Manchester 
Guardian, Sept. 16, 1950, 


Some members of the Conference urged 
a firmer attitude on the part of the British 
Government towards the Union even at the 


._.cost of a rupture in Commonwealth rela- 


tions. 
An Indian | pacifist, Dr. Nayar, ex- 
pressed the view that India would not 


ing out of God's pprpose is forcing upon us 
the realisation that every man is our 


brother. 
D. P. B.ARRITT 


During the two months since the forma- 
tion of Pacifist Service Units the need for 
succour and relief has immeasurably 
increased, 


In every case where units have offered 
their services to local authorities they have 


The scheme is running smoothly, we have 
increased from 80 to 160 copies weekly and 
are still going up.” 

—Roger Moriand 


_ I must congratulate the Daily Herald on 
its new contributor, the Rev. W. Rowland 
Jones, vicar of Denton, Manchester. 


At any rate an article of his, “War has 
No Rules !” is a good, honest piece of writ- 
ing, which effectively debunks the distinc- 
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Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Se, WCI 
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Said 


SEPTEMBER 12, 1950 


The Prime Minister (Mr. Attlee): You can- 
not confute ideals by armed force. You 
can confute them by better ideas and by 
better action and by showing in practice 
the suneriority of the democratic way of 
life. Military defences against Com- 
munism are essential, but they are not a 
complete policy. 


Mr. S. N. Evans (Lab. Wednesbury): I 
remember talking to the Prime Minister 
of an Iron Curtain country in 1946. He 
and his Foreign Secretary had just re- 
turned from Moscow, where they had 
been trying to obtain some alleviation of 
the reparations burden. After the argu- 
ments had been going on for three days, 
Molotov, in front of Stalin, had said to 
the Foreign Secretary- and Prime 
Minister: 

“We do not want to be hard on you, 
principally because, if there is another 
war, we want you on our side. But 
you must understand that we have a 
problem at home. Millions of Russian 
soldiers have been into Europe and 
there seen a standard of life which has 
come as a great shock to them, and to 
which they now aspire. Every farm 
labourer’s cottage, with a fireplace and 
table, a couple of chairs and a few 
pots and pans, is to these men a palace. 
Now they are coming back home and we 
have got to improve living standards in 
our own country very rapidly; other- 
wise, there will be a serious political 
problem for us. While we will do what 
we can for you, we really must ask that 
you continue to send us the goods 
which you are scheduled to send us.” 


I have never forgotten that conversa- 
tion, because it was within seven days 
of that Prime Minister and his Foreign 
Secretary conducting negotiations in 
Moscow. 


Miss Jennie Lee (Lab. Cannock): Every 
time a British citizen meets people of a 
different race, and particularly of a dif- 
ferent colour of skin, and behaves well, 
that person makes friends for us and 
strengthens our defence position. Every 
time he behaves with old - fashioned 
arrogance and assumes that there is 
something intrinsically superior in 
people, irrespective ot their personal 
qualities, who belong to a_ particular 
race or religion or nation, in that way he 
is weakening our position in the world. 
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PEACE NEWS announce the 1950 
ENDSLEIGH 


Christmas Cards 


An attractive and colourful selection varied 
to suit all tastes and ages 


1. International card in three colours; 
greetings in French, German, Russian, 
Esperanto and English 
Large double card with verse Price 4d. 


2. Child study, photographed by Michael 


Peto 
Large double card with verse ...Price 5d. 
3. James Naylor peace quotation in 


illuminated lettering, two colours 
Large double card in deckled vellum 
Price 5d. 
4. Cartoon by Arthur Bayntun, in green 
Large double card Price 4d. 


5.Three charming floral designs—‘ Holly,” 


“Snowdrops” and “Christmas Rose’; 
four colours 
Double cards Price 4d. 


6. Two International children’s cards, two 
colours and halftones 
Single cards Price 2d. 
%. Father Christmas selling Peace News ! 
Large double card, two colours Price 2d. 


In addition we introduce— 


Endsleigh Painting Cards 


A set of six Nativity and tradi- 
tional Christmas scenes drawn 
in outline on large double 
cards, for colouring with 
paints or crayons. 


Children, parents, teachers and 
Sunday School workers will 
welcome this attractive 
innovation. 


A PACKET OF SIX 1 / 9 WITH ENVELOPES 


* * * 


DISCOUNTS FOR BAZAARS, SHOPS, GROUPS, ETC. 
Send now for 


Ten samples (incl. Painting Card) and 
particulars 


PRICE 35. POST PAID 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS 


(All profits to Pacifist work) 
N.4 


in the 


now are we proposing to stop blowing up 
German air raid shelters. When we 
march round saying, “ We will fight for 
you; we are responsible for your defence; 
we will shed the last drop of blood for 
you, but we are going to blow up your air 
raid shelters,” how can one justify that 
to a German? I have not been able to 
think of the answer. It is this sort of 
thing which makes the Germans think we 
are simply mocking them, and I believe 


the deepest injuries are often more easily . 


forgiven than being mocked. After all 
you cannot unpull a man’s nose. 
It is desperately important to keep 


them on our side because, by their his- 
tory, they are part of Western Christian 
civilisation. (Hon. Members: “No”). 


The Foreign Secretary (Mr. Bevin) is 
like the elephant in the battle—quite as 
likely to trample down his friends as kis 
enemies. 


Mr. Norman Docds (Lab, Dartford): It is 
not in the best interests of the people of 
this country that certain very high pcli- 
tical leaders and one or two trade union 
leaders should be very loud in their un- 
qualified denunciation of Communism. 


Nobody can convince me that the tens 
of millions of Chinasq persons have 
thrown out Chiang Kai-shek purely and 
simply because they want to please the 
Kremlin. 


Lieut.-Colonel Sir Thomas Moore (Con. 
Ayr): I (suggest) ... that the leaders of 
the three allied nations, the war-time 
allies as we used co call ourselves—and 
what a cynical commentary that makes on 
the purity of that alliance—should meet 
personally. Having met Mr. Stalin, let 
them say, “ We know you can destroy us; 
you know we can destroy you; but we are 
going to destroy civilisation in doing so. 
Who is then to be the gainer ?” 


It may not succeed, but surely it is 
worth while trying, if only to prevent the 
possibility of the world destroying itself. 


SEPTEMBER 13, 1950 


Sir Ralph Glynn (Con. Abingdon): It is 
not usual to talk about intelligence and 
MI5 and all the rest of it, but I am not 
satisfied that M15 has ever been compe- 
tent or capable of dealing with industrial 
problems. 


Mr. A. R. Blackburn (Ind. Birmingham, 
Northfield): We must have a settlement 
with the Soviet Union before she pos- 
sesses so many atomic bombs that war 
would mean the end of Britain. In my 
view we must achieve victory over Com- 
munism throughout the world within the 
next few months. 


I do not believe that a war is imminent, 
but if Russia intended to fight another 
war the way it would be started would be 
that last night a tug would have dropped a 
mechanism into the Thames with an 
atomic bomb with a time limit attached 
to it, due to go off at 3.30 p.m. Thus we 
should have lost not only the Government 
but all alternative Governments as well. 


The thing which absolutely staggers 
me is that there is no plan for peace. 
What practical plans have we got for 
bringing this appalling tension to an end? 


Earl Winterton (Con. Horsham): The 
House as a whole seems to have got into 
a state of fatalism—the sort of feeling 
that we are slowly sliding down, and we 
must get the best defences because war 
is inevitable (Hon. Members: ‘“Non- 
sense ”)—-I hope it is not so but that is 
the impression I have got from the at- 
mosphere. There is one way out—a 
direct meeting between Premier Stalin 
and the leaders of the democracies ... 


Mr, Paget (Lab. Northampton): The only 
trouble is that we cannot negotiate with 
the Russians until we are in a position 
to offer them the alternative of war. 


Mr. G. Thomas (Lab. Cardiff, West): Speak 
for yourself. 


= * * 


Mr. G. Bing (Lab. Hornchurch): When 
there are wars and rumours of wars, it 
is good growing weather for the house of 
Vickers. J remember the famous remark 
made by Sir Henry Lawrence (Chairman 
of Vickers) “I think that sometimes the 
sanctity of human life may be over- 
estimated.” Perhaps the fact has been 
lost sight of that he said it in reply to 
a question about the use of Vickers’ shells 
against British troops in the Dardanelles. 


In the years when they were in power, 
what did those hon. Gentlemen who are 
now complaining about the sending of 
civil goods to the Soviet Union do about 
the export of war material to Germany 
and other countries ? 


A 

We must by some means or another 
bring the cold war to a close. It is not 
for us now to say whose responsibility it 
is and to spend our time arguing who 
was responsible for some of the foolish- 
ness which may have taken plaee. We 
are in a desperate position. On all of 
us in this House there rests an individual 
responsibility to'do our utmost to see 
that the workers of the world are at 
last united, and united in peace and pros- 
perity for the good of all. : 


House... 


Mr. Nigel Birch (Con. West Flint): Only Mr. S. O. Davies (Lab. Merthyr Tydfil): 


In trying to justify what I can only des- 
cribe as the wicked and wanton expendi- 
ture of £3,600 million on armaments the 
Prime Minister said: ‘No propaganda 
can alter the fact that the attack on 
South Korea was naked aggression.” 


Was the Prime Minister never told 
that the South Korean regime was on the 
point of collapse  betore _ hostilities 
started? Has he never heard of Syng- 
man Rhee’s own broadcast on May 6 when | 
he was anxious to cross the 38th parallel 
and incorporate North Korea because, as 
he admitted, the collapse of the South 
Regime was imminent ?. On June 29 cer- 
tain American newspapers published a 
report stating that, according to U.S. 
ofhcers, these forces were five miles over 
the border and were, in fact, in posses- 
sion of Haefu. How did they happen to 
be there if an invasion was proceeding in 
the opposite direction ? 


We have not yet been told to this day 
at what point on the 38th parallel the 
North Koreans are supposed to have 
crossed or in what force. The Truman 
message to Congress merely asserts: ‘‘At 
4 o'clock in the morning, Sunday, June 28, 
Korean time, armed forces fron: North of 
the 38th parallel invaded the Repunlic of 
Korea.” 


The evidence, when inquiry is made 
into it and when reliable authorities are 
consulted, is overwhelming to the effect 
that the invasion started trom the South 
against North Korea. 


1 want to ask how sectional military 
allianees such as the Brussels Treaty and 
the North Atlantic Treaty can be recon- 
ciled with the conditions laid down in the 
UN Charter. Those two pacts in them- 
selves have destroyed the very essence, 
the very meaning of the UN Charter. 


Is the re-arming of Japan the result of 
a decision of the Security Council of the 
United Nations ? 


Mr. Davies then quoted extracts from 
an interview by the U.S. paper, Daily 
Compass with a right-wing U.S. Trade 
Union leader and former ECA labour ad- 
visor in South Korea, Stanley Earl, in 
which the American said: 


“TI can tell you honestly and truthfully 
that corruption and graft were an every- 
day occurrence in the Republic of Korea 
from top to bottom. The police depart- 
ment operated on it. The Army operated 
on it. The Ministries operated on it. 
There was not a single day went by but 
what some scandal occurred in the way 
of these very things, corruption and 
graft. 

“Of course the people resented that. 
They were going hungry while some of 
the upper strata were living off the fat 
of the land. I can put it this way. The 
Government of Korea was systematically 
looting the Republic of Korea. 


“T think that our people are missing 
the boat. Some of the American Mission 
people should try and not only preach 
democracy but act as democratically as 
possible towards the Korean people. It 
was not done. Unfortunately, while many 
Koreans were starving the Americans 
were living handsomely. We had our big 
homes; we had our big cars; and we lived 
well. I think that big parties which are 
thrown for visiting Congressmen and 
Senators are absolutely out of place, when 
you can look across the fence where the 
party is being held and see hungry little 
Korean kids running round without 
enough rice to go into their bellies. I 
think it has nothing except an adverse 
effect on the Americans in the Missions 
and the attitude of the Koreans towards 
the Americans.” 


Mr. S. O. Davies continued: 


Surely the Prime Minister has not for- 
gotten all the tricks of the imperialists. 
War was one of their tricks, and none of 
my hon. Friends within the Socialist 
movement should pretend to forget it for 
a single moment. 


The truth behind all this situation is, 
I know, lost in the hysterical cry “ Com- 
munism.” I am sorry to find that our 
Prime Minister has been caught up in 
this hysteria of finding a Communist 
bogey everywhere and in everything. 


It is only a few months past that the 
British people revealed beyond all 
shadow of doubt how puny this ubiquitous 
and terrible bogey was in our country. 


We Socialists know that every war, 
must have its bogey. The more spectral 
and unsubstantial it is, the more it must 
be dressed up in horrific phrases and | 
dangled before the eyes of the people. 


I must admit that the Prime Minister, 
who can take any comfort he cares to 
from this, does it very badly. Why can- 
not he leave that old trick to the Leader 
of the Opposition (Mr. Churchill) in 
whom we have a past-master—an artist 
who even puts to shame the McCarthys’ 
and the Hickenloopers of the U.S.. 


A Socialist Government has _ no 
reason at all to fear Communism, as long 
as that Government is Socialist. 


I fear that there may be growing up 
amongst us, not the fear of Communism, 
but the fear of Socialists to be Socialists. 
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(Continued on page seven) : 


INDONESIA 


By HEIN VAN WIJK 


f Daas clearest and most concise 
résumé of the situation 0 
Indonesia is that nothing in Indo 
nesia is either concise or clear 


The Indonesian archipelago consists of 
about 100 isiands, scattered over an area "3 
approximately 620,000 square miles, with @ 
population ot 70 million containing 150 dt ’ 
Terent nations and cultures. Some are on 
pletely primitive, while others have attaine 
a high standard of civilisation. , 

Colonisation of the archipelago has 
varied enormously in different parts 4 
degree and intensity. AJl members of re 
educated classes speak and think in Dutt 
and enjoy a standard ot living comparab 
to that of Europe, while the mass 0 
people live in protound poverty. 

Indonesia’s nationalists emerged at the 
beginning of the 2Uth century, started oy 
ofuciais and merchants. In about 198] 
the mass of the workers began to take par 
and in the period 1926-19z/ came the 1 
revolts which resulted in the Dutch Gover™ 
ment employing reactionary methods: ail 
prisonment, deportation and concentratl 
camps. - 

In spite of this the movement remained 
active, though the Dutch Government al 
tused until tne very last moment to cons! al 
granting the Indonesians civil and pote 
rights. .4 

Occupation by Japan ended Dutch don 
nation, and under the Japanese, Indones® 
occupied political and administrative P% 
Aiter the Japanese were deteated, the a 
habitants proclaimed the Republic 0} 4 
donesia and resisted every effurt by Hollan 
to restore the colonial system. 


Dutch policy after 1945 was to destrof 
the Kepublic by a colonial war, but vt 
United Nations forced Holland to retT@ 
to grant national sovereignty to Indones 
ana to repatriate her armed forces. teh 
war ended in December 1949 and Dw 
troops went home. ait 

All this was directly against the will " 
the majority of the Dutch people; at hom 
every political party supported the colon. 
war with the sole exception of the ® 
munists. But even the Communists opP Re 
the handing over of sovereignty to the 
pubhe along with the other parties, bec® 
vy that time the Indonesian Government ® 
put down Muso’s Communist insurrect®, 
Only a tiny minority in Holland hae oe, 
principle, supported the Indonesian rev! 


The present problems of the Indones! | 


Republic are the problems of a contin al 
of islands which has behind it the spit 
and cultural poverty resulting from 
centuries of foreign domination, foe ing | 
by a decade of war and at present pass ial 
through a national revolution and 30e it 
upheaval in which nothing remains 4° 
was. ; 
Amid the confusion one can pick oa 
few definite issues: the ritt between ancl’ ; 
feudal families and the new intelliget™ 
between workers in industry and In set" 
culture; the departure of Dutch civil Fag 
vants caused partly by Indonesians t the 
up public posts previously occupied DY oy 
Dutch, and partiy due to the reactlol is, 
opinions held by most Dutch offic the 
liquidation of regional states set uD 
Dutch; the substitution of federal a@ | 
stration by central governmental cont tion 

Controversy also rages over the que 
of whether Djacarta or Djocjacarta * 
be the capital city; also over the emlert ity 
of the Dutch colonial army. The act 
of the old Indonesian members of thl5 ™ ine 
ccnstitute a very real danger, more 
Dutch home Government than to Indom 
They mostly consist of people 
islands of Ambon, Halmeheira 4 
sar who have been the “ cossacks 
Dutch empire for several centuries. 
ing to enter the Dutch regular army gpd 
are everywhere the nucleus of reV 
separatist movements. 

There are difficulties between the tel 
and-military government, because the” 
dces not wish to resign its poweh a ip 
there are also groups of guerillas si 
existence which refuse to disband. hos 


lowed ; 


tale 


A deficiency of doctors, specials” agi 
pitals, books, raw materials, schools Cys: 
neers, food, clothing, housing, en” 
vehicles and education all serve © 7 


sify the other problems. 

The political position of Ne 
which is claimed by both Holland 20 phe 
nesia, constitutes an urgent proble np! y 
island of forests has . been coonesialy 
reglected by Holland and the In pment 
have done little to further dev". ney 
there. In language and cule it # 
Guinea ee not belong ta Indone is 
a completely different nation. old 

Indonesia is part of Asia; her soci t 
lution is similar to those which ath 
occurring all over that contines 
national aims are influenced eh 
other parts of Asia. She wan 
pendent of outside powers Mg 
Nehru in his policy of buil 5 
power block. Nehru function 
nesia’s “big brother,” but UP List 
does not mean a growth of 1 tes are 
in mind or policy. : ate , 

Loans offered by the United oa dolla 
an invitation to dependence nde 
but Indonesia remains inde the aves” that 
moment, and is neutral overs® e 
Korea. This perhaps } 
Indonesia may one day groW 
tial part gerne thing, 
arise from all those pe ‘nation: 
themselves from white domin® poste 


From a report to ¢ 
international. 
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SIX YEARS AFTER D-DAY 


The cultural heritage of the generations to come in 
France wastes away forf lack of money and labour 


““We have no budget to care tor 
this sort of thing,” says mayor 


ALOGNE was one of the many Normandy towns liberated after 


intensive Allied bombardment in 1944. 


Weeks of aerial bombard- 


Ment had flattened three-fourths of the town, 


David N. Leff of United Nations Educa- 
(qual, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
Wnesco) came across the library during a 
Sit to Normandy. In “Impetus,” the 
yenal of Unesco’s Reconstruction Service 
psy 1950), he describes the state of the 
S$ and buildings six years after D-day. 
lane fuse vaulted hall two stories high and 
ith as a tennis court, Its floors strewn 
Sie books, heaped up like rubble. Between 
Ws of shelves filled with more books was 
supe litter of objects ranging from 
fashi animals to torn paintings, an old- 
bi 1oned helmet, the keyboard of a grand 
ag a heap of coal, bundles of faggots, 
Montel plaster busts, a big square white 
lags and everywhere more books and 


jy ben World War II broke out the then 
aa (who later committed suicide) 
bog ct up some, but not all, of the rarest 
S and manuscripts and sent them off 
“chateau in the interior of France for 
Month ePing. They came back several 
&q 3 ago to a library which was derelict 
Atti, Were stored by the new librarian in an 
™ a nearby school. 


, ABOVE: _ Attic of a nearby 
Priceless medieval manuscripts a 
these a 
cell 


Ophane windows. From 


There, in a tiny room in a gable with only 
a few scraps of cellophane-covered netting 
half-covering the broken windows of a 17th 
century building, David Leff inspected the 
treasures of Valogne—exposed to the 
elements. 

“ T tried to analyse the strange feeling of 
mixed horror and sorrow with which I left 
the attic-ful of precious books,” David Leff 
continued. “This was a kind of war- 
damage 1 have never seen, or expected to 
see. The rubble of smashed buildings is a 
commonplace in Europe; a pictorial plati- 
tude in newspapers and magazines. One 
broken brick is very like another. Books 
are ditferent. Most blasted or gutted 
libraries burned inside, leaving no useful 
remains. Here at ognes, six years after 
a careless bomb shook up the books, the 
damage had only begun—but was con- 
tinuing. The books were not war victims, 
but they were fast becoming post-war 
casualities.” ’ 

Aiter an interview with the Mayor of 
Valogne, David Leff arranged for a party 
of students to start the work of res- 
toring the library. 


high school shelters some of the 


r and incunabula. Unsorted, unlisted, 
Neient volumes were still stored in 1950 i 


in a room w 
many of the pages the hand- 


muminated initials had been stolen by i i i 
J als y looters during the liberation. 
The collectien of hooks had been started by monks and priests a 


e vicinity man n 4 
ee y centuries ago. 


RIGHT: This stairway once housed museum ibi 
Ss exhibits, Butcher 
ryhese shop adjoins the entrance) parks his bievcle near whale’s 


and 14th century cannon. 


Nearly 30 other Normandy towns 


ad their libraries literally ploughed under by bombs. 


t 
— nd 


LEFT: Inside Valogne Municipal Library, untouched since a 
bomb rocked its venerable shelves six years ago, books lie littered 
like heaps of rubble. ‘“ Somewhere in that ruined library are buried 
many rare and precious works,” the founder of the Jibrary’s museum 
section told UNESCO. “ Not all the incunabula (books printed before 
1500) and manuscripts were packed up and sent inland at the out- 
break of the war. In the library at Valogne, a part of France's 
cultural patrimony is perishing.” 

ABOVE: Presiding over wreckage is a bust of Louis-Philippe, 
France's “ citizen-king ” a century ago when the hall was built 
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ABOVE: Bomb-blast may have hurled this stuffed animal 
specimen from the museum section at far end to shelf top in fore- 
ground. Explosion left the books intact, but six years of exposure 
threatens the collection with rot and disintegration. Late in 1949 
the Mayor was asked to protect them from the elements, “ But it was 
hard to do so,” he told UNESCO, “ with half the houses in the town 
destroyed; we have no budget for that sort of thing.” Nevertheless 


he Inanaged to get a roof put on and windows fixed during last 
winter. 
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PLATFORM 
POINTS 


GUNS ARE NOT ENOUGH 


“Our leaders must grasp one quite 
simple fact: war against the Communists 
of Asia cannot be won—not really won— 
by military means alone. To attempt to 
win it so, as we are now doing in Korea, Is 
not only to court final failure but also to 
force upon our men in the field acts and 
attitudes of the utmost savagery. This 
means not the usual, inevitable savagery of 
combat in the fields but savagery in detail 
—the blotting out of villages where the 
enemy may be hiding; the shooting and 
shelling of refugees who may include North 
Koreans in the anonymous white clothing 
of the Korean countryside, or who may be 
screening an enemy march upon our 
positions, or who may be carrying 
broken-down rifles or ammunition clips 
or walkie-talkie parts in their packs 
and under their trousers or skirts. 


“And there is savagery by proxy, the 
savagery of the South Korean police, and 
(in some sectors) South Korean marines 
upon whom we rely for contact with the 
population and for ferreting out hidden 
enemies. 

. * * 

“The South Korean police and the South 

Korean marines whom I observed in the 
‘front line are brutal. They murder to 
save themselves the trouble of escorting 
prisoners to the rear; they murder civilians 
simply to get them out of the way or to 
avoid the trouble of searching and cross- 
examining them. And they extort informa- 
tion our forces need and require of the 
South Korean interrogators—by means so 
brutal that they cannot be described. Too 
often they murder prisoners of war and 
civilians before they have had a chance to 
give any information they may have. 

“All that I have said here is based 
either on what J myself have seen or on 
the first-hand testimony of men who par- 
ticipated in the episodes described.” 

—From an article by John Osborne, 
—Life, Internatrionat dition, 
Sept. 11. 


KILLING IS HIS BUSINESS 


“ General MacArthur visited the pass. 
He looked down at four dead Communists 
and said: ‘1t’s a good sight tor my old eyes.’ 

—After the American landings at 
Inchon. News Chronicle, Sept. 18, 


NOW WE CAN END IT ALL 


Senator Stennis said: ““We have 450 
fully-grown atomic bombs and perhaps 
more.” * —Daily Herald, Sept. 12. 


John Bowker writes: “. .. the explosion 
of 50U atomic bombs in the world would 
generate a sufficient concentration of rays 
to kill every human being.” 

—‘tThis Atomic Age...And You!” 


INDIA’S. OPINION 


“IT am opposed to terrorism and violence. 
I have said so again and again. In Korea, 
where there was a clear case of aggression, 
we voted tor UNO action to stop it. 

“But the Americans are clearly _pre- 
paring for a third world war against Russia 
and her allies in Asia. I do not believe in 
war as a means of gaining a political ob- 
jective, for war substitutes a military ob- 
jective. As a rule, when the military ob- 
jective has been gained, the political objec- 
tive has vanished. In the end we are in 
greater difficulties.” 

—Pandit Nehru in an interview with 

Sefton Delmer. Daily Express, 

Sept. 19. 


PEACE ! 


What is the Christian View ? 
READ 


Reconciliation 


Contents include 
Current affairs : 


The Economics of Rearmament 
by Jack Dodwell 
International News 
by Percy Bartlett 
Christians in an Atomic Age 
by Dr. E. L, Allen 
Edited by 
Rev. Lewis Maclachlan, MA 
6d per i 
« post paid 


Send for OCTOBER issue now 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
38 GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.I 


LETTERS TO 


*imagines a railway signalman who sees 
an-aceident is about to happen and that 
nothing he can do will avert it. The cir- 
cumstances are such, however, that by 
changing the points he can at least lessen 
oe disaster and reduce the number of lives 
ost. 


Mr. Binder wants to know whether 
President Roosevelt was not in a similar 
situation when confronted with the choice 
of ordering the dropping of the atom bomb 
or risking the prolongation of the war with 
Japan, with the attendant probability of a 
greater loss of life. Was he not right in 
choosing the lesser of the two evils ? 


The simple answer is surely this: the 
signalman really has only a choice between 
two misfortunes, one or other of which is 
inevitable. -Wresident Roosevelt, however, 
had a third choice—that of acting as a 
complete Christian. This choice would have 
entailed his utter renunciation of war as a 
method of combating evil; he would have 
resigned from office rather than have bombs 
dropped or armies continue to fight. 


No doubt this course would also have 
been fraught with danger and certainty of 
confusion and sutfering; byt it is not hu- 
manly impossible to weigh the full conse- 
quences of any action. Une can only have 
the faith that what is intrinsically good 
must in the long run have better results 
than what is obviously evil ! 


Furthermore, it might be pointed out that 
a war is not, as an accident may be, the 
result of an act of negligence; it is the out- 
come of countless deliberate acts of folly 
and wickedness over a period of years. An 
accident is not preventable in the sense that 
war is. Nor is the conduct of a war a me- 
chanical event like the derailment of an 
express; it is dependent, minute by minute, 
upon the will and consent of all those who 
participate. 

MARTIN WILSON 

126 Banstead Road, 

Carshalton Beeches, Surrey. 


Creative Thought 


MAY I, through your columns, reply 
A briefly to those who have asked tor 
further details of the New Peacemaking 
about which I wrote in the July 21 PN ? 


The satisfactory launching of any 
scheme depends a great deal on criticism 
and discussion, and question and answer; 
and the best I can do in the circumstances 
ig to enumerate some of the already widely- 
held beliefs and points of view which need 
to be accepted wholeheartedly as a pre- 
liminary for action. 

1. The essential one-ness of the universe. 
This implies that our individual minds 
and spirits are one with, and within, the 
Universal Mind; and that therefore our 
individual thoughts and actions may 
have far-reaching and perhaps unend- 
ing consequences. 

. Each of us, being a part of the Whole, 
is responsible for the whole as well as 
for the part. Everyone is his brother’s 
keeper. 

. Every action begins as a thought; and 

Thought is a creative activity. 
This means that the quality and direc- 
tion of our thought is of paramount im- 
portance since we are all the time crea- 
ting good or evil, or the mud of 
indifference and adding them to the 
universal reservoir from which mankind 
draws its supply. 

. An idea is a power that can disrupt or 
remould the life of mankind; but it is 
only the idea rooted in goodness and 
intending good that is of real benefit to 
the world. 

. It ig in the mind and heart of mankind 
that evil and good originate and flourish. 
Each of us is, therefore, potentially an 
agent of destruction or salvation; and it 
is in this region of all-inglusive mind 
and spirit that the remedy for the 
world’s troubles can be found and ap- 
plied. It is by good spirit that evil 
spirit is dissolved. 

The removal or reform of social, politi- 

eal or economic injustices is good and 

necessary; but is only a partial or sur- 
face remedy dealing with effects. The 

Kingdom of God is a Kingdom of the 

spirit, not one of perfect social con- 

ditions. 

Goodness is the only power that can 

overcome and dissolve evil, Good 

thought, like evil thought, can operate 
through and beyond barriers of time 
and place. Thera is a great deal of iso- 
lated and ineffective goodness in the 
world. This good needs to be co- 
ordinated, mobilised, strengthened, per- 
fected. The meaning and the lesson of 

Christianity is that Perfect Goodness is 

invincible and all-powerful. 


Thought is the greatest power in the 
universe. How that power is to be puri- 
fied and used is the problem and the re- 
sponsibility of everyone. The working- 
out of this problem begins in our own 
mind and heart among our own motives 
and aspirations. 


There is no short-cut to Peace. 


7. 


8. 


9. All 


Peace-policies must of necessity be long- 
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The Lesser Evil 


7’ J. BINDER in Peace News, Sept. 16, 


THIS has been met by no less an authority 
than the American Admiral Leahy. 
He attended the conferences with Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and early this year was giv- 
ing his reminiscences in the “ Saturday 
Evening Post.” 
In the issue dated March 25, 1950, he 
wrote: 


“Tt is my opinion that the use of this 
barbarous weapon at Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, was of no material assistance 
in our war against Japan. The Japanese 
were already defeated and ready to sur- 
render’ because of the effective sea 
blockade and the successful bombing with 
conventional weapons. 


“My own feeling was that, in being 
the first to use it, we had adopted an 
ethical standard common to the bar- 
barians of the dark ages.” 


I agree, that the Admiral might well have 
extended his condemnation to cover all 
methods of warfare. He does show that the 
signals were against Roosevelt’s train, the 
Japanese being (on several authorities) 
ready to stop. He chose however- to col- 


lide with the Hiroshima-Nagasaki train 
laden with thousands of women and 
children. 
GEORGE W. SMITH 
Brig O’ Dee, 
Galloway. 


rF\HE Japanese were in retreat and suing 
for peace. If the President thought 
that it was necessary to use the atom bomb 
to clinch the matter he could have demon- 
strated its destructive power in the lonely, 
hilly section of Japan. 
A pacifist could not encounter Roosevelt’s 
problem personally, as he would not pos- 


sess a bomb. 
TOM SULLIVAN 
31 Knockbreda Park, 
Belfast. 


(Many other letters answering 
question have been received.) 


this 


term policies built up slowly and with 
self-sacrifice from their foundation in 
the mind of God. Everyone must act 
according to the measure of the light 
given him. But for many of us now, 
especially those who have lived long 
enough to see political efforts fail and 
social good nullified, the call surely is 
to unite and concentrate our energies 
on the creation of that Good Spirit which, 
rightly directed, will deliver us from 
evil. 
This is where Science and Religion meet 
and myst co-operate to save mankind. 
LESLIE E. DAVIES 
Tyn y Fron, 
Dolwyddelen, 
Caernarvonshire. 


World Government 


ATOEL RAWNSLEY’S reference to Henry 
+“ Usborne’s belief that advance to world 
democratic government is not possible via 
Westminster stirs me to action ! 


Surely it is obvious that, however, sticky 
the going has been for Mr. Usborne, the 
participation of Britain in ANY move to- 
wards the merging of sovereignty in a 
supra-national political authority must be 
at the hands of national politicians who 
have asked, and been given, a mandate to 
take this step. 


It is not just a matter of converting 
individual politicians either, as an exami- 
nation of the voting on the Schuman debate 
It will pe seen that Boothby and 


will prove. 
Pitman amongst the Conservatives and 
Usborne and Lang amongst the Labour 


members are to be found voting against 
each other in accordance with the Party 
Whips—although I have no doubt that if 
the party system had not been in operation 
these pro-federalists would have used this 
opportunity to co-operate to promote the 
cause which they hold in common. 


It is this party system which we must 
outwit or at least take into account and my 
suggestion is that the only way in which 
we can avoid the spectacle of ardent 
federalists voting against each other on 
this supreme issue, is for all federalists 
(1 use the word in its widest possible sense 
but imply adherence to the principles of 
free-democracy) to form themselves into a 
new party which will oppose the unsympa- 
thetic policies which dominate the existing 
Conservative or Labour Parties. 


I realise of course that the adoption of 
this approach demands the conversion of 
the mass of the general public from giving 
support to the existing parties to one which 
is primarily concerned with the achieve- 
ment of permanent world peace through 
world parliament. But let us face the fact 
that unless the general mass of the people 
approve of a world parliament we cannot 
get it anyhow. If the majority want 
nationalism or isolationism or insist on 
socialist international co-operation then this 
is undoubtedly what will be achieved and 
all forms of federation will continue to be 
rejected. 


But whilst that is true we cannot rest 
content with an assumption that the voting 
public cannot be converted to federalism. 
We dare not. World Parliament is pos- 
sible through Westminster, Paris, Moscow, 


Up and doing ! 
It’s never too late... 


There is nothing quite as inspiring 
as the unflagging zeal of our veterans. 
Many who have served pacifism for 
over half a century still give of their 
best to PEACE NEDVS. 


There’s cctogenarian E. V. Rogers 
of Ealing, who organised pacifist 
demonstrations against the Boer War- 
With a colleague he distributes over 
90 Peace News every week, he put in 4 
good evening’s selling at Hyde Park 
last week, and does countless other 
jobs for peace. 


Henry Peacock of Cockfosters, 
dapper, sprightly and smiling—cer 
tainly over 70—phones every week to 
increase his PN supply. He leads 4 
thriving pacifist group at Cockfosters 
is a pillar of his church and an 
inspiration to his innumerable friends- 


Rowland King devotes a window of 
his little photographic business 1 
Earlestown, Lanes., to peace propa- 
ganda, and never fails to press t é 
claims of Peace News. 


Sidney B. Goode of New Southgate 
recently president of London’s Adult 
School Union, continues to cycle many 
miles each week delivering PN, as he 
has done since issue No. 1. 


They are typical of scores of ‘ovet- 
seventies’ to whom we look with gratl- 
tude for their unfaltering service t? 
peace. 


How about the under seventies ? 
There was never a time when active, 
self-giving work for peace was more 
urgently necessary. 


Honour our veterans by furthering 
their work. They would ask no TOM, 
H.F.M. 


Circulationl last week: 10,600 


——— 


Washington, etc., or it is impossible by any 
means and the social future of mankind ¥ 


dark indeed. 
E. G. MACFARLANE 
Organising Secretary» 
The World Parliament Party 
3 Alpin Road, 
Dundee. 


Communism 


(COMMUNISM is an idea in the minds of 
some men in all countries, A “ Red 

is not a national from somewhere bey 

the Urals ready to attack our shores - 
armed hordes. 


Bulgaria went Communist because Bul- 
garians of that persuasion were in bee 
majority—one of the creative factors bein? 
a terocious feudalism older than Czarism 
and Rumania because Rumanians 0 Age 
extreme left took the initiative. Theref® 
it follows that if England became Coe 
munist or Red, it would be caused 
Englishmen of that persuasion. 


And there are people talking about pe 
ferring Atom Bombs and annihilation 
dealing with these. D 

R. POLLAR 


94 Queens Road, 
Richmond, Surrey. 


Annihilation ° 
mic 


FIUMANITY has a choice between Ot jp 
war and destruction or the est@¥ coy, 
ment of a new political and social OM hy 
Various experiments have been MAU" tg 
politicians, new alliances, treaties and Piead 
were signed—they mainly remained 3 “ind 
letter. The chaos, unemployment i is 
hatred brought about by World Wat © ¢o 
still with us. Failure of politiciate the 

utilise wisdom and restraint has m4 
patient worse instead of better. poliz 
ower F of 


The basic causes of war are 0 ‘ 
tics, militarism, and greed. The for econ” 
peace in motion are disarmament, F 
ciliation, humility and dignity. 

War and armament bring unlimite ~ 
tion and sacrifices to the people. The 0 of 
now being raised for the destructiO” ted 
mankind is legalised robbery; oftera per” 
for the political self-preservation 4 


axa 
d taney 


petuation of a small lot of parasites: 4, 

The people of the world must ref be? 
be misled any longer by politician’ "jn 
ignore justice and peaceful met Fs el 
order to promote peace, prosperity antine 
fare peace friends everywhere will “yer any 


to work for the abolition of war U? 
ret hat L MA 
pretence wha Pru yin) HOFFMAN 


Berlin. 


This week’s smile 


A RETIRED Lieut.-Colonel h 
“™ to the Sunday ee ae anE 
man and boy should be $88 
rifle. He points out that the a 
of whom are proficient shots, oa ation s 
tion from invasion. The imple’ i. om) 
to be that Hitler’s planes er ; risk 
thought so formidable, darec 
clash with the Swiss musketee™ it 2? 
The Colonel’s idea is 004, bee siy f 
far enough ?_I have been lithe 
ing our scientists to produce 3 nan 
ble atom bomb which eveTY "os a 
should be compelled to carry 


and should k how to use- 
o now OMe U 


{0 
n 
en ey 


31 Knockbreda Park, 


Belfast. f 
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My September 14, 1950 
t.R. H. Crossman (Lab., Coventry, East): 
Suggest that he (Mr. S. O. Davies) 
Should go to Helsinki and tell a Finnish 
lalist, after ten years of experience, 
that if he is truly a Socialist he can live 
Side by side with the Russian Commu- 
Mists. Let him tell the Finnish Social- 
sts that and see what response he gets. 
hat is all I have to say to my pacifist 

trends, 


, i can respect a pacifist who, like Dr. 
| Yonald Soper, says perfectly consistently 
| 1 am prepared to accept in the spirit 

of Christianity, even the domination of 

the Communists in Britain, I am pre- 

Pared to accept because I believe God will 

have ordained it.” 


I do not believe it is a true religion, 
but it is consistent, and no pacifist who 
does not go as far as that has the right 
% tell anybody in the modern world that 
the is a Socialist he can live safely side 
by side with Communists. 


I would recall to the House that there 

'§ not a single Socialist who stayed in 
Czechoslovakia, hoping to collaborate 
With the Communists, who is not gaoled 
er dead. I would add that this is a re“ 
*Ponsibility of everybody in this House 

| that those men died because all of us, 
| M§cluding Mr. Churchill, suggested that 
they should go back to Czechoslovakia 
a seek to collaborate with the Commun- 


Mr, Sorensen (Lab., Leyton): Is my Hon. 
Friend aware that Mr. S, O. Davies 
IS not a pacifist ? 


'. Crossman: I admit variations of tech- 
Mique, but I still address my remarks to 
the pacifists and ask what is the answer 
‘0 my question. It is not true that a 
Socialist, unarmed, can work alongside 
Nommunists without the threat of what 
appened to the people of Prague happen- 
Mg to them... 


_ I agree with Viscount Hinchingbrooke. 
Ido not think the main danger from Rus- 
Sla is an offensive move by the Red Army. 
. I think the main danger from Russia 
\S that she will attempt to destroy the 

emocracies by forcing them to rearm too 
highly and taking over as the democra- 
“les collapse. 

* * * 


Sir Peter Bennett (Con., Birmingham, Edg- 
aston): We are short of electric power 
’€cause we had to switch over from mak- 
ing the equipment for the power stations 


ee 
ee 


8nd put those factories onto the job of 
aking tanks and guns... 
My ¥ * * * 

i Pickthorn (jCon., Carlton): I remember 
wt. Bevin saying about the Berlin Air 
‘ft that if it went well it would mean 

ace in Europe for generations. Nothing 
“an be more obvious than that he was 
Rot right... 


_ SAID IN THE HOUSE... 
“Democracy will not win through by violence” — R. 


our armaments and lengthen the term of 
National Service; if we do that and no- 
thing more; if we let the cold war drift 
on and make no effort to end it, then the 
end is inevitable war. It may be that 
war is Inevitable, anyhow. It may be 
that the new initiative which I would 
like the Government to take will fail, in 
any case; but that is not any excuse for 
not taking it. It might come off, and 
even the most forlorn hope is better than 
no hope at all. 
* * * 


Mr. R. W. Sorensen (Lab., Leyton): I con- 
fess.to having been, and to still being a 
personal pacinst. I am convinced as ever 
i was in that faith. If everyone could 
accept that faith it would be possible 
to resist even colossal systematised evils 
like Nazism or the fanatical intensity of 
Communism and, in the end, after great 
suffering and sacrifice, to win through. 


Although I believe that, ideally, it is 
the path that one day we shall have to 
tread in order to overcome both individual 
and systematised evil, I recognise that 
that method is extremely difficult to im- 
plement; that it involves great discipline, 
great sacrifice and great endurance at 
least equal to any that is called for by 
war; and that frequently, even on the 
part of those who confess ourselves paci- 
fists, either personal or political, all that 
it involves or implies is not always ap- 
preciated sufficiently. 


I would, however, submit that it is 
neither cowardice nor sentimentality that 
causes us to take up that position. The 
other day in France I was talking to a 
young man who, although a pacifist, was 
a member of the Norwegian Resistance 
movement. He was responsible during 
the war for printing some 10,000 copies 
of a weekly journal which was circulated 
throughout the whole of Norway. On 
one occasion he was discovered by the 
German police and he described to me 
the sufferings imposed upon him before 
he was at last released. He is still as 
firm a pacifist as he was then. That man 
undertook the task of doing what he 
could to resist evil in his own country in 
his own way. 

Similarly, no one would repudiate the 
claim of those who believe Mahatma 
Gandhi to have been a man of immense 
courage and determination. In him we 
had a great moral challenge to our civi- 
lisation and to the world. He it was who 
said, quite explicitly, that he believed in 
non-violence; he would far sooner his own 
followers took up arms to overcome evil 
than that through cowardice they ran 
away... 


I hope that an increasing number of 
people in all lands will find an inner 
spiritual obligation to tread this “ more 
excellent way.” 


I recognise that pacifism, in its political 


understand or sincerely and intelligently 
reject that pathway as being irrelevant 
or, on the other hand, as being impotent 
... Therefore ... the Government’s de- 
cision is both logical and consistent in re- 
spect of the opinion cf the mass of the 
people and also of the obligations in- 
curred through the United Nations... 


I think we tend to forget that each 
war is not like the preceding one. Al- 
though war has no doubt played its part 
in the evolution of mankind it has now 
reached the stage when the accumula- 
tion of forces, the crescendo of violence 
is so great, so massive and so compre- 
hensiye as quite probably to destroy the 
very things which we set out to preserve. 

Supposing this possible war does 
break upon us, can we be certain, after 
Europe is reduced to rubble, that Com- 
munism will be weaker than it is now ? 


Is it not much more likely that after 


such horrible devastation Communism, 
which most, and possibly all, in this 
House dread, will grow stronger and 


fiercer than ever—and not because more 
people will be convinced, philosophically 
and ideologically, about the truth of 
Communism ? 


Great masses of the Russians were 
behind the Bolshevist flag, and Chinese 
behind the Communist flag, not because 
they had read much about Karl Marx, 
but because they are driven on by bitter 
experience ,.. 

In a recent speech the Archbishop of 
Canterbury ... (said): 

“We who can see the black tyranny 
of its (Communism’s) creed fully re- 
vealed naturally denounce it. But we 
must frankly realise that, in the Far 
East, it can easily be seen not as a 
tyranny, but, at present, as a liberation. 
It does, indeed, offer in certain condi- 
tions, and bring about, a release from 
social evils, too long and unheedingly 
accepted.” 


These words need to be carefully kept 
in mind. 

We say we ure prepared to sacrifice 
our lives for the sake of liberty. Are we 
prepared to sacrifice some of our comfort 
and wealth, our habits and traditions ? 
There are some who would far sooner 
give up their lives than give up their 
habits. 

If we are to induce millions of Asiatic 
and African fellow human beings to turn 
to the democratic way of life then we, 
for our part, must be prepared to extend 
to them far more than we have done. 
our wealth, our service, our energy and 
our experience... 

The Koreans at the present time are 
seriously asking themselves exactly what 
the liberation we offer them means. 
Their country is being devastated, The 
Koreans are seeing their relatively small 
share of the wealth of the world being 
destroyed. Their factories and_ their 
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themselves whether it would not be 
better to remain, so to speak, enslaved, 
than liberated at such a cost. They ask 
themselves: What will happen when this 
war comes to anend? Are they to have 
their homes restored; are they to have 
offered to them compensation in any way 
commensurate with the destruction and 
the bitterness, pain and suffering which 
they have endured ? If they do not get 
an answer, I am afraid that instead of 
the United Nations winning that struggle 
for democracy the position will be even 
worse afterwards than before. 

What ever our point of view may be, 
we must realise that our democracy and 
our alleged Christian civilisation will not 
win through by reliance upon violence or 
upon arms. 


(See also page four) 


FILMS 


WAS HE MAD? 


“@EVEN Days to Noon” (London 

Films, Leicester Square Theatre) is 
tense, beautifully acted and photographed, 
and rare in touching on a vital contem- 
porary dilemma. 

Professor Willingdon revolts against 
bomb-making when he realises that the 
world is walking like a somnambulist to- 
wards destruction in atomic war. Science 
he had originally conceived as service to God 
and man. ‘“ What would you do” he asks 
a parson, “If you were convinced that all 
your life’s work were being put to evil 
purpose ?” 

Taking one of the bombs he has made, 
he warns the Prime Minister that unless. 
the British Government stops making UR12 
bombs and issues a statement to that 
effect, he will blow up the seat of govern- 
ment by noon on the following Sunday. 
His conscience has been assailed by a 
nightmare dread of the total destruction of 
mankind. It is better, he argues, that Lon- 
don should perish than the whole world. 
The destruction of one city might awaken 
the world to a realisation of the risk of 
annihilation. 

Shirking the moral issue, the Boulting 
Brothers avoid discussion of the use or 
abuse of atomic power by making it plain 
that the scientist is mad. At the end they 
evade a trial which would have involved a 

“lucid exposition of the case against atomic 
war and perhaps against party polities, 
power and war itself. They were content 
to make a first-class thriller rather than a: 


great film, 
RONALD S. MALLONE 


Censored 


The British Board of Film Censors have 
refused to allow the Soviet film “Youth 
of the World” to be shown in Britain 
without a number of cuts being made, 
reports the Daily Worker. The censors ob- 
ject to a statement that French youth will 


* 2 * : oN oN 1 and | h 
hr : sense, is perhaps politically unrealistic at houses are being destroyed; their villages | never go to war against the youth of the 

é Sydney Silverman (Lab., Nelson and the present time, precisely because the are being ravished. oe Soviet Union and have debcribed the film 
me): If nothing is done except increase great majority of people either do not These people are beginning to ask! as “100 per cent. Communist propaganda.” 
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GLASGOW ‘STOP WAR’ 
CONFERENCE 


A SCOTTISH Stop War Committee, which 
is composed ot a number of peace 
organisations including the PPU, FoR, ILP 
and No Conscription League, is holding a 
conference at St. Andrew’s Mid Hall (ber- 
keley Street), Glasgow, on Saturday, Oc- 
tober 14 at 2.30. 
The following resolution will be put to 
the conference: 

“That as the experience of the workers 
of all countries in the First World War 
has shown, and as the subsequent experi- 
ence of the Second World War has de- 
monstrated, wars are futile, since other 
wise it would not be necessary for the 
present preparation for a Third World 
War to be made. It will be found later 
that those past wars were avoidable, 
therefore this conference holds that a 
Third World War must not be allowed 
to occur. 

“This conference disapproves of the 
war preparations that are now being 
made. 

“It pledges itself: (1) to oppose all those 
agencies, wherever fcund, whose aim is 
to create war mentality. _* 

(II) opposes all conscription in princi- 
ple and demands its abolition. 

(III) appeals to all working-class and 
other organisations inspired by ideas of 
international well-being to stand against 
war and support opposition to war in all 
countries.” 

Delegation forms and full particulars of 
the conference may be had from the Com- 
mittee at 48 Dundas Street, Glasgow. 


e © ge 9 
A-Bomb: ‘Not justifiable 
HE motion that “The atom bomb is a 
justifiable weapon ” was defeated by an 
overwhelming vote by North Greenford All 
Hallows Mens’ Discussion Group recently. 
Mr. W. L. Butler, proposing the motion, 
emphasised the futility of attempts to ban 
the atom bomb by rules which there was no 
over-riding authority to enforce. “The 
best safeguard against the atom bomb,” he 
said, “lies in its very frightfulness. It 
would be madness on the part of any 
nation to start using it.” 
Opposing the motion, Mr. W. E. Bailey 
contended that apart from the question of 
law the atom bomb was morally unjusti- 
fiable. He spoke of the horror of destruc- 
tion in Hiroshima and Nagasaki and 
thought the proposer had failed in his 
attempt to justify the use of the bomb. 
Other speakers exposed the contradiction 
in Mr. Butler’s argument and the motion 
was soundly defeated. 


Peace News Campaign 


AllS. Midlands readers of Peace News 
should make a point of hearing 


Bernard J. Boothroyd 


Editor of “ Peace News” 
“Yaffle” of “ Reynolds News” 


at a Public 


| PEACE and the PRESS 

Saturday, Oct. 2! at 6.0 p.m. 
in the 

Friends Meeting House 

Wellington St., Northampton 


Chairman: Rev. H. O. Evans, B.Sc. 


Meeting on 


Particulars from the organiser: 


Alison Coles, 28 Hillside Rd., Wellingborough 


YOUR 
SHOE REPAIRS? 


The Sitver Circle Guild is a non 
profit making organization whose 
members pledge themae! vea ta use good 
materials and to offer a high standard 
of craftsmanship at » just price. 

Membership ia granted only to 
thoroughly competent shoemen. The 
Guild's sole object is to provide and 
maintain a high standard of shoe 
service to the public. Where the Silver 
Circle Sign is displayed « good shoe 
repair ia guaranteed. This iy a-sured 
by the member and by the Guild. The 
Guild will, if it ia ever necessary and 
without cost, have the repair re-done 
to the satisfaction of the customer. 

Take your shoe repairs to the shop 
displaying the Silver Circle Sign. 


THE SILVER CIRCLE GUILD 
95 Rushton Road, Desborough, 
Northants. 


PRINTING 


MAGAZINES, PAMPHLETS 
NEWSLETTERS, POSTERS 
Reports, Balance Sheets and 
all Commercial Printing 
Enquiries receive prompt attention 


C.A. BROCK & Co., 


d. 
79, SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10 


AN OPEN LETTER TO THE PACIFIST MOVEMENT 


Let us: cry, for#peace 


H ET there be no mistake about it! 
American Government officials were 
worried by the fact that so many millions 
signed the Stocknolim Petition against the 
atomie bomb. For a while, officialdom 
seriously thought that a world revolt 
against War preparaticns was taking place. 
The Korean war, however, made officials 
feel happier and more secure about then 
rearmament policy. The people would soon 
see (with the help of ccunter-propaganda) 
that Russia, by her support of the North 
Korean forces, did not genuinely desire 
peace. Nevertheless, according to a writer 
un the Paris edition of the New York 
Herald Tribune on September 21, the pe- 
tition had become “one of the most effective 
and nettling .. . propaganda weapons 
Moscow has devised.” 

Many pacifists refused to sign because 
they had experienced the way in which the 
Communist Party sponsors movements of 
any colour or belief which. in any given 
“historical situaticn,” will help them some 
way to their own goal But the fact re- 
mains that a pseudo-pacifist campaign did 


RUSSIANS COMING 
TO SHEFFIELD 


The following Press statement was 
released last week by the Communist- 
sponsored British Peace Committee: 


rPPHE Second World Congress of 
Defenders of Peace is to held in Shef- 
field City Hall, November 14-19 in the 


heart of the British steel country. 


The City Hall is a magnificent building, 
providing a meeting place for the upwards 
of 2,000 delegates expected, as well as 
accommodation for meetings of the various 
commissions, technical services and consul- 
tations of national groups. 

A special interpretation system is being 
installed, covering six languages: English, 


French, German, Spanish, Russian. and 
Chinese. 

Invitations have been issued to sup- 
porters of peace in 132 countries. The 


largest groups invited from the respective 
national peace committees are 250 each 
from Great Britain, France, Italy, 100 each 
from China, USA, USSR. The Chinese 
Peace Committee is considering the 
chartering of special planes to carry their 
delegation from Hong Kong to Britain. 


A welcoming committee is being formed, 
to greet the delegations, and already some 
50 notable personalities have agreed to 
serve. 


The first meeting of the new Executive 
Committee of the British Peace Committee, 
held this week, expressed wholehearted sup- 
port for the decision of the Bureau of the 
World Committee of Defenders of Peace to 
hold the Congress in Britain, and for the 
appeal addressed to peace-lovers through- 
out the world calling for their support. 


For reduction of all arms 


This appeal outlined the 
proposals: 

1, Continuation of the effort to secure 

abolition of atomic weapons with strict 


following 


international control (already  sup- 
ported by more than 360 million 
persons); 

2. Reduction of all armaments with 


strict international control, 

3. Prohibition of propaganda favouring 
war; 

4. Opposition to all aggression, and to 
all intervention by force of arms in 
any country; 


5. Support for every move to end, by 
peaceful means, the hostilities in 
Korea: cessation of bombing of civil 
populations; settlement of the Korean 
question by the Security Council, in- 
cluding authentic representatives of 
the Five powers and hearing both 
sides. 

The call, included in this appeal, to all 
supporters of peace to hold meetings to dis- 
cuss these proposals, and then to voice 
their opinions of them at the Congress, pro- 
vides the opportunity for all peace-lovers in 
Britain, whether in agreement with any 
past proposals put forward or critical of 
them, now to join in these discussions and 
contribute their views to this great effort to 
achieve international understanding on the 
path of the peoples to peace. 

The British Peace Committee calls on all 
peace-lovers in Britain: 

(a) to organise discussion of these pro- 

posals and contribute their opinions; 

(b) to prepare to elect delegates; 


(c) to prepare to welcome the 
national delegations; 

(d) to be on their guard against efforts 
of ill-intentioned persons to place 
obstacles in the way of this great 
assembly for peace. 

Further details about the exact basis of 
representation at the Congress, delegates 
fees and other arrangements will be 
announced shortly. 
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; East and West. 
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wart Cadburys! 


“nettle”? those responsible for American 
Government policy. ‘tne moral is clear. 
\Wwny shouid not a genuine pacifist campaign, 
at this particular moment, quite unsettle 


inese planners of war policies ? 


The Communists are realising their mis- 


take in attacking only the atcmic bomb 
and not all weapons. Ehrenvurg, one of 


the leaders of their peace campaign, im- 
mediately on his return to Moscow from 
London last month, in effect, admiited this 
mistake by calling on the Communist- 
sponsored movement to protest against all 
weapons. Any moment now, we snall find 
the Communist Party iaunching a com- 
pletely pacifist campaign which will leave 
us with no choice but to support it and be- 
come jamned as “ fellow-travellers.” 


Let us take the initiative. Let the paci- 
fist movement immediately princ thousands 
of forms petitioning the Government, and 
all governments, againsc all weapons; 
against conscription and the extension of 
econseription; and against rearming the 
Germans: Let it demand negotiations over 
Korea, the removal of American atom- 
bombers from Britain; the re-opening of 
talks about international ccntrol of the 
atom-bomb; the resuming of trade between 


Let every group-leader and secretary in 
the country organise his work-parties to 
spread these petitions to every home in the 
country. Let us cry for peace! 

JOHN WELLINGTON 


PPU and GBS 


TPHE following letter has been sent to 

Bernard Shaw at the Luton and Dun 
stable Hospital by Stuart Morris on behalf 
of the Peace Pledge Union. 


Dear Mr. Shaw, 


Lam writing on behalf of the mem- 
bers of the Peace Pledge Union to con- 
vey to you our sympathy on the vecasion 
of your illness and our warmest wishes 
for your recovery which, we rejoice to 
learn, is making steady progress. 

We would take this oppurtunity of ex- 
pressing our deepest appreciation of 
your life-long endeavour sor peace and 
understanding between the peoples of the 
world and our hope that you may long 
continue to work in this way for the good | 
of mankind. | 


WORLD GOVERNMENT 
REPORTS PROGRESS 


TIYHE Executive Committee on arrange- 
ments for the Peoples’ World Conven- 
tion has held its fourth meeting. 

Reports of activities from other 
countries showed that the propaganda 
issued by the Committee was having some 
effect. Brazil, Ceylon and India, Israel 
and Yugoslavia were among those coun- | 
tries which had made some response to the 
eall for discussion and delegates to the | 
Convention, and New Zealand had selected 
her representatives, 

Correspondence in four languages is 
going on from the office of the Secretariat 
which has moved to Palais Wilson and from 
here propaganda material had been sent on 
request to countries all over the world. 

After the Tennessee elections had gained 
publicity in papers both in the USA and 
Switzerland, front page publicity was given 
to the movement in leading Brazilian 
papers, some signed articles had appeared 
in Belgium under the name of Devos and 
J. Muller wrote of the possibility of exten- 
sive newspaper and radio coverage in Ger- 
many. The same promise had been re- 
ceived from India and Italy. 


KENSINGTON TOLD OF 


ARMS RACE FOLLY 


NER. E. W. ORR, a member of the Society 
of Friends, who also serves on the 
executive of the Kensington Peace Commit- 
tee, was among the speakers at a public 
meeting convened by the Committee at 
Kensington Town Hall on Tuesday. 

Mr. Orr said that we lived at a time 
when armaments were being built up in 
ever-increasing volume. “Is that a means 
of achieving peace?” he asked. 

“It is impossible for every nation to be , 
stronger than every other nation—which | 
is precisely what each nation is saying. | 
The way to peace is through goodwill. 
All men are brothers and we must refuse 
to do anything contrary to that; we must 
always act in the spirit of that belief.” 
Mrs. Leah Manning and Mr. L. T. Solley 

were the other speakers to the resolution: 
“That this public meeting of Kensington 
citizens expresses its gratitude to Viscount 
Hinchingbrooke and Mr. S. O. Davies for 
their stand, alongside others, in the House 
of Commons on the contention that war be- 
tween Britain and Russia is neither neces- 
sary nor inevitable and that a continuation 
of the armaments race will bring no good 
to Britain. We call on the many MPs of 
goodwill to speak against war prepara- 
tions.” 
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| enemy’s nefarious machinations. 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


Sybil Morrison’s | 
| 
| 


EDP 
I detest war... 7 
Men's minds are temper'd, like theit 


swords, for war; . 
Lovers of danger, on destcuction’s brink 
they joy to rear erect their daring forms. 
Hence early graves; hence the lone 

widow's life; 

And the sad mother's wrief-embittered 
age. 
“Douglas,” John Home, 


Making peace is always more difficult 
than making war. 
“fhe Robe,” Lloyd C. Douglas 


qt was my good fortune while om holiday 

to see a sixteenth-century piay, BIO 
duced at the Citizen’s Theatre in Glasgow 
with Sybil Thorndike in the par: ot Lady 
Randolph, originally played by Mrs. Si@ 
dons. , 

The blank verse in which it is writtel 
does not reach great heights of poetry; thé 
play itself does not have in it the essence 
of great drama; but Sybil Thorndike takes 
Whai is there, makes out of it both poetry 
and drama, and points the pacifist messaZé 
so that it comes right out into the audh 
torlum on the wings of her own sincel® 
conviction. 


Sybil Thorndike has done something 
here which transcends even the greatness 
of her acting; she makes what she has.@ 
say true for every human being in Us 
war-scared world today. 


This play wag written when war w43 2 
man’s pastime as well as his main busines 
in life; to be unready for war was to 
a coward or a foolisn woman, Yet ther 
are words in the text that seem to state #® 
case, not against the particular war ¢™ 
visaged, but against war itself. 

Today, when war is wholesale massact® 
there is no longer any glory or glamou 
It is possible not only to destroy helpies 
and innocent people who have no real pat! 
in the quarrel, but also mistakenly to O& 
stroy from the air those who are fi 2 


fighting 
on the same side. To the wounded am 


maimed, and to the bereaved the result.© i 


the same; pain, disability, despair and DIY 
terness. 
VICTORY THE ONLY OBJECTIVE 
Yet it appears that it is easier 10 do 
this than to make peace. Anything chat 
could possibly savour of an aamission 
lame, anything that holds out any he 
of understanding, tolerance or reconcile 
tion, must immediately be denounced a5 we 
peace mn 
Tact, 1s too difficult; it is no Ionger sous? 
and must not even be considered. Victory 
tor arms is once more the only objective, 
This country was the victor in the 2 
two wats and the majority still believé? 
that, because their own country was ie 
actually invaded, something was achievoy 
yet all that has been achieved is the built” 
ing of the framework for the arena “| 
which the next war will be fought; re 
the real truth is that all the young m® 
now being conscripted, all those sailing 
within the next few weeks for Korea on 
those already dead in Malaya, Indonesy 
and Korea, have been invaded by war 3"? 
indeed, the whole world is under threat y 
Invasion by the most fearful weapons 
destruction ever invented. be 
Peace is something which can only led 
achieved if the nations in conflict are syir 
by people who are willing to make the eae 
fices without which it can never be secl! 


- L ’ e 
This will only come about when, 4 iat 
enough minority of public opintou ary 


attaned to such a new and revolutiom™ 
idea. - 
The pacifist movement owes an incaloull 
ble debt to such artists as Sybil Thorney at 
but it is not only in the world of art 
pacifism can be interpreted. We ¢4 
al! be great artists; but we can all 3€ 
it in all our various walks of life and 
that the implications of pacifism, f 
moral and practical, are understood; *% 
is becoming increasingly plain that pe 
by pacifism alcne that the world Ww? 

reade safe for future generations. 
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Emrys Hughes, M.P.- 


writes every week In 


FORWARD 


d. 
On sale everywhere — Friday 2 
yearly 


Postal subscription 13s. 
26 Civic 
C.4. 


from FORWARD, 
Street, Glasgow, 


Published from 3 Blackstock Rd. 3 
Peace News Ltd. Printed by W- F. N.16- 
Co. Ltd. (T.U.) Londot 


dis suppl: 
ta press 
the” Member 
da nttges Fr 
Reign ee “th 


ur’s 


x 


Ce Pledge 
Bord 


er 


Their inte 
thy Hoping | 
I arges, 
a an in 
Mires in 


a Branted, 
the Re d’Afi 
Spagjg0Minfo 


